
Claude Sonnet 4.5 
Cost vs Quality in Database AI

1. Use Claude Sonnet-4.5 for complex reasoning. 

2. Gemini 2.5 Flash for value

3. GPT-4.1 / DeepSeek/ Qwen3 Max for balance

4. Avoid GPT-5 and Gemini 2.5 Pro

***
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~USD per 100 Questions

Reasoning Based Advanced Analysis 



Direct from DATS-4 app

Live model selector with cost and quality guides



LLM Costs : Advanced Analyst

~USD per 100 Questions

Reasoning Model Quali
ty
Score

Logic
USD

Exec.
USD

Total
USD

Remarks

Gemini Flash 2.0 75 0.25 12.5 12.75 Best value

Gemini Flash 2.5 75 1.75 12.5 14.25 Next after Flash 2.0

Gemini Pro 2.5 85 8.50 12.5 21.00 Avoid. V.High.Cost

Claude Sonnet 4 100 6.50 12.5 19.00 Top Quality

Claude Sonnet 4.5 115 6.50 19.5 19.00 Topmost Quality

DeepSeek R1 85 2.25 12.5 14.75 Great Value

Qwen3 Max 90 2.00 12.5 14.50 Great Value

GLM 4.5 80 1.00 12.5 13.50 High variances

o4-Mini 75 2.75 12.5 15.25 Avoid.

GPT-4.1 90 3.00 12.5 15.50 Great Value

GPT-5 95 15.0 12.5 27.50 Avoid. V. High Cost

▪ In multi-step reasoning-based analysis, execution cost 
is biggest chunk due to multiple tool calls.

▪ 1 Question = 7-10 SQL Queries / Tool Calls.

▪ All executions by GPT-4.1. 

▪ Time: ~2-3 mins per que. Can go upto 10m+. Varies by 

question.

Cost Estimates Update : Claude Sonnet 4.5 as of 30th Sep 2025; rest 
assessed on 9th Sep 2025.



Advanced Analyst : Task Tested

1. Modelling Data Mart creation. 

Using 1M Customer Table and a 10M 

Transaction Table. Summarizing, creating 

innovative derived variables and merging.  

Requiring multi-step execution. Tables on 

AWS RDS MySQL

2. Weighted Score-Based Ranking 

Ranking of Indian credit card issuers - using 

live RBI Monthly Statistics data. Multi step 

processing requiring defining scoring 

methodology, innovative derived variables 

creation and execution. Table on Supabase

Estimates based on 250+ test run across multi-step advanced analysis 
and as well as single step general analysis tasks. Always check against 
your specific use cases.



General Analyst: Single Step SQL Agent
1. OpenAI models most efficient for SQL executions 

with tool use

2. Avoid GPT-5 – very high cost

3. Choose between GPT-4.1, 4.1-mini and 4o-mini 
depending upon task complexity

~USD per 100 Questions

In my own live usage, about 80% of work runs through single-
step agents. Use single-step wherever possible. Multi-step - 
reserve for the tough analysis cases.



LLM Costs: General Analyst

LLM ~USD Remarks

GPT-5 3.50 High Cost. Avoid.

GPT-4.1 2.00 Best for complex SQLs

GPT-4.1-mini 0.50 Great for med. complexity SQL

GPT-4o- mini 0.25 Great for simple/ med. complex

Cost Per 100 Simple Questions

1 Question = 1 SQL Queries/ Tool Call

Single step: no reasoning step, direct execution

General Analyst : Task Example
1. Add new columns
2. Join Tables
3. Summarize
4. Create Chart

▪ Actual vary by use case and the agent setup. Always estimate 
for your use cases and compare vs. actuals.

▪ For all estimates – keep in mind that as context increases the 
cost goes higher

~USD per 100 Questions

Cost Estimates Update : Claude Sonnet 4.5 as of 30th Sep 2025; rest 
assessed on 9th Sep 2025.



DATS-4 : Live

app.tigzig.com

→ Database AI & SQL Apps →DATS-4 
Database AI Suite

• All credentials pass through backend – use test data only
• Free to try
• For live workloads, deploy on your VPN

app.tigzig.com
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